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Recent Dissertations 
 
 
The following, non-exhaustive lists of dissertations on African diaspora archaeology, 
historic-period African archaeology, and related history studies, were compiled by Chris 
Fennell. Archaeology dissertations are listed for the period of 2000 onward, covering the 
time since the last issue of the former African-American Archaeology Newsletter. History 
dissertations are listed for the period of 2004 onward, with a focus on studies addressing 
aspects of past social structures, social networks, the built environment, and material 
culture. If you are aware of other recent dissertations, please email me, and I'll include the 
information in a future newsletter edition. The dissertations listed below are doctoral 
theses, unless otherwise indicated, and are listed in alphabetic order by the author name. 
Abstracts are available online from the UMI/Proquest service. 
Archaeology 
 
Up in Smoke: Pipe-making, Smoking, and Bacon's Rebellion, by Anna S. Agbe-Davies. 
Available from the Department of Anthropology, University of Pennsylvania, and 
UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2004. 
 
"Zumbi Nunca Vai Morrer": History, the Practice of Archaeology, and Race Politics in 
Brazil, by Scott J. Allen. Available from Brown University, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 2001. 
 
Comparing Alternative Landscapes: Power Negotiations in Enslaved Communities in 
Louisiana and the Bahamas, An Archaeological and Historical Perspective, by Nesta J. 
Anderson. Available from the Department of Anthropology, University of Texas at Austin, 
and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2004. 
 
A Yard to Sweep: Race, Gender and the Enslaved Landscape, by Whitney L. Battle. 
Available from the Department of Anthropology, University of Texas at Austin. 2004. 
 
"Because That's Where My Roots Are": Searching for Patterns of African-American 
Ethnicity in Arrow Rock, Missouri, by Timothy E. Baumann. Available from the 
Department of Anthropology, University of Tennessee. 2001. 
 
Van Winkle's Mill: Mountain Modernity, Cultural Memory and Historical Archaeology in the 
Arkansas Ozarks, by Jamie C. Brandon. Available from the Department of Anthropology, 
University of Texas at Austin, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2004. 
 
Trade and Interaction on the Eastern Cape Frontier: An Historical Archaeological Study of 
the Xhosa and the British during the Early 19th century, by Flordeliz T. Bugarin. Available 
1
et al.: Recent Dissertations
Published by ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst, 2005
from the University of Florida, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2002. 
 
The Slaves of Colonial New England: Discourses of Colonialism and Identity at the Isaac 
Royall House, Medford, Massachusetts, 1732-1775, by Alexandra A. Chan. Available from 
the Boston University, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2003. 
 
Shaping Quotidian Worlds: Ceramic Production and Consumption in Banda, Ghana, circa 
1780-1994, by Maria D. Cruz. Available from the Department of Anthropology, State 
University of New York at Binghamton, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2003. 
 
Mediating Race and Class through the Death Experience: Power Relations and Resistance 
Strategies of an African-American Community, Dallas, Texas (1869-1907), by James M. 
Davidson. Available from the Department of Anthropology, University of Texas at Austin, 
and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2004. 
 
La Ville Sauvage: "Enlightened" Colonialism and Creole Improvisation in New Orleans, 
1699-1769, by Shannon L. Dawdy. Available from the Department of Anthropology, 
University of Michigan, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2003. 
 
"A Place of Recreation of Our Own": The Archaeology of the Boston Saloon. Diversity and 
Leisure in an African-American-owned Saloon, Virginia City, Nevada, by Kelly J. Dixon. 
Available from the Department of Anthropology, University of Nevada at Reno, and 
UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2002. 
 
Consuming Mosaics: Mass-produced Goods and Contours of Choice in the Upper Potomac 
Region, by Christopher C. Fennell. Available from the Department of Anthropology, 
University of Virginia, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2003. 
 
From Houses to Homes: An Archaeological Case Study of Household Formation at the 
Utopia Slave Quarter, circa 1675 to 1775, by Garrett R. Fesler. Available from the 
Department of Anthropology, University of Virginia, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 2004. 
 
The Roots of Healing: Archaeological and Historical Investigations of African-American 
Herbal Medicine, by Erin B. Hamby. Available from the Department of Anthropology, 
University of Tennessee, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2004. 
 
Peddling Pots: Determining the Extent of Market Exchange in Eighteenth Century Jamaica 
through the Analysis of Local Coarse Earthenware, by Mark Hauser. Available from the 
Department of Anthropology, Syracuse University, New York. 2001. 
 
The Construction and Expression of Identity: An Archaeological Investigation of the Laborer 
Villages at Adrian Estate, St. John, USVI, by Elizabeth J. Kellar. Available from the 
Department of Anthropology, Syracuse University, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 2004. 
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On the Edge of Freedom: Free Black Communities, Archaeology, and the Underground 
Railroad, by Cheryl J. LaRoche. Available from the Department of American Studies, 
University of Maryland at College Park. 2004. 
 
Situating Identity: An Archaeology and Representation of Race and Community in Annapolis, 
Maryland, by Eric L. Larsen. Available from the Department of Anthropology, State 
University of New York at Buffalo, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2005. 
 
Understanding the Use of Space in an Eighteenth Century Black Loyalist Community: 
Birchtown, Nova Scotia, by Heather A. MacLeod-Leslie. Available from the Carleton 
University, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2002. 
 
The Black Crop: Slavery and Slave Trading in Nineteenth Century Texas, by Fred L. 
McGhee. Available from the Department of Anthropology, University of Texas at Austin, 
and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2000. 
 
The Historical Archaeology of Nevis, West Indies: Capitalism, Environment, and the 
Evolution of the Caribbean Colonial Landscape, 1625-1833, by Marco G. Meniketti. 
Available from the Department of Anthropology, Michigan State University, and 
UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2004. 
 
Slavery and Its Aftermath: The Archeological and Historical Record at Magnolia Plantation, 
by Christina E. Miller. Available from the Department of Anthropology, Florida State 
University, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2004. 
 
Power Runs in Many Channels: Subfloor Pits and West African-based Spiritual Traditions in 
Colonial Virginia, by Patricia M. Samford. Available from the Department of 
Anthropology, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and UMI/Proquest, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. 2000. 
 
Historic Period Foodways in the Danish West Indies (1718-1917): The Zooarchaeological 
Evidence from Cinnamon Bay and the East End, St. John, Virgin Islands, by Judith A. 
Sichler. Available from the Department of Anthropology, University of Tennessee, and 
UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2003. 
 
Volatile Spirits: The Historical Archeology of Alcohol and Drinking in the Caribbean, by 
Frederick H. Smith. Available from the Department of Anthropology, University of 
Florida, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2001. 
 
A Historical Archaeology of Black Seminole Maroons in Florida: Ethnogenesis and Culture 
Contact at Pilaklikaha, by Terrance M. Weik. Available from the Department of 
Anthropology, University of Florida, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2002. 
History 
 
Ndoki Bueno Ndoki Malo: Historic and Contemporary Kongo Religion in the African 
3
et al.: Recent Dissertations
Published by ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst, 2005
Diaspora, by Eoghan Ballard. Available from the University of Pennsylvania, and 
UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2005. 
 
Ebb and Flow: Free Blacks and Urban Slavery in Eighteenth-century New York, by Richard 
E. Bond. Available from Johns Hopkins University, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 2005. 
 
Slavery and the Context of Ethnogenesis: Africans, Afro-Creoles, and the Realities of 
Bondage in the Kingdom of Quito, 1600-1800, by Sherwin K. Bryant. Available from the 
Ohio State University, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2005. 
 
Building "The Machine": The Development of Slavery and Slave Society in Early Colonial 
Virginia, by John C. Coombs. Available from the College of William and Mary, and 
UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2004. 
 
Black Townsmen: A Comparative Study of Persons of African Origin and Descent in Slavery 
and Freedom in Baltimore, Maryland, and Sabara, Minas Gerais (Brazil), 1750-1810, by 
Mariana L. Dantas. Available from Johns Hopkins University, and UMI/Proquest, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. 2004. 
 
Lifting the Veil of Ignorance: The Visual Culture of African American Racial Uplift, by Ellen 
K. Daugherty. Available from the University of Virginia, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 2004. 
 
"Black, White, or Indifferent": Race, Identity, and Americanization in Creole Louisiana, by 
Susan E. Dollar. Available from the University of Arkansas, and UMI/Proquest, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. 2004. 
 
Forging an American St. Louis: Labor, Race, and Citizenship from the Louisiana Purchase to 
Dred Scott, by Daniel A. Graff. Available from the University of Wisconsin at Madison, and 
UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2004. 
 
Not Killing Me Softly: African American Women, Slave Revolts, and Historical Constructions 
of Racialized Gender, by Rebecca Hall. Available from the University of California at Santa 
Cruz, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2004. 
 
African American Schoolhouses: Community, History, and Reclamation, by Elgin L. Klugh. 
Available from the University of South Florida, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
2004. 
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Southern Life, Northern City: The History of Albany's Rapp Road Community, by Jennifer A. 
Lemak. Available from the State University of New York at Albany, and UMI/Proquest, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2004. 
 
The Edge of the South: Slavery and Regional Identity in Frederick County, Maryland, 1848-
1865, by Jennifer R. Loux. Available from Johns Hopkins University, and UMI/Proquest, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2005. 
 
The Tide of Africa: A Study of the Role of African Religious Influences in Slave Christian 
Conversion Experience in the South, 1865-1890, by France N. Ntloedibe. Available from the 
University of California at Riverside, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2004. 
 
"I Knew What I Did and I Did It with Deliberate Calculation": Anxiety and Tricksterism in 
African American Autobiography, by Uraina N. Pack. Available from the University of 
Kentucky, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2004. 
 
Imagining Communities in Black and White: Social Stratification in Colonial Virginia and 
Cuba and Its Impact on Nineteenth Century Conceptions of Race and Nation, by Christina 
Proenza-Coles. Available from the New School University, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 2004. 
 
Race and the Formation of Identity in the Dominican Republic, by Edward J. Robarge. 
Available from the University of Kansas, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2004. 
 
A Study of Current Manifestations of Afro-Brazilian Culture and Their Historical Roots in 
Salvador, Bahia, by Adam Rugnetta. Available from the California State University at 
Dominguez Hills, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2004 (Masters thesis). 
 
Manipulating Manumissions: The Free Black Community of Harford County, Maryland and 
Its Ability to Facilitate Independence, by Christopher Schall. Available from Morgan State 
University, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2004 (Masters thesis). 
 
Cultural Reconstruction: Nation, Race, and the Invention of the American Magazine, 1830-
1915, by Reynolds J. Scott-Childress. Available from the University of Maryland at College 
Park, and UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2004. 
 
West African Food Traditions in Virginia Foodways: A Historical Analysis of Origins and 
Survivals, by Lisa R. Shiflett. Available from the East Tennessee State University, and 
UMI/Proquest, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 2004 (Masters thesis). 
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Freedom Has a Face: Racial Identity and Community in Jefferson's Albemarle, 1780-1865, 
by Kirt von Daacke. Available from Johns Hopkins University, and UMI/Proquest, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. 2005. 
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